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Krissia Quesney Nevarez displays an inexpensive drone with an infrared camera at Carleton on Tuesday.  DA R R E N  B ROW N / O T TAWA  C I T I Z E N

A DA M  F E I B E L
O T TA W A  C I T I Z E N

The family farm in Mexico that 
Krissia Quesney Nevarez calls 
home never had the luxury of an 
aerial view that tracks the health of 
its crops — but it could now.

The 22-year-old has been work-
ing on a project in Ottawa this 
summer that uses drone-aided 
technology to take readings of 
farmers’ crops, an inexpensive 
way to proactively improve plant 
health.

The drone flies over farm fields, 
taking photos that display a near-
infrared reading of how plants are 
absorbing sunlight and tracking 
their photosynthesis levels, mean-
ing farmers can improve their use 
of water and fertilizer, Quesney 
Nevarez explained.

That could be of use to her father 
and brothers in the fields of her 
family’s farm.

The family can’t afford the costly 
plant-health monitoring systems 
currently available to large com-
mercial farms. Her project uses 
off-the-shelf and 3D printed com-
ponents, along with open-source 
software to keep costs low.

“This is (to) help small farm-
ers like my family make sure the 
health of their crops,” she said. 
“This technology is really expen-
sive. … We are trying to keep it as 
low-cost as possible, so that way 
small farmers, every farmer, can 
get their own.”

Quesney Nevarez, an electronics 
engineering student from Ciudad 
Obregón, is one of 44 students 
from around the world who are 
developing projects in Ottawa as 

part of the 12-week Mitacs Globa-
link internship program.

Fourteen international students 
are part of her team at Carleton 
University led by Jeremy Lalib-
erté, an associate professor of me-
chanical and aerospace engineer-
ing. Much of their work involves 
finding new applications for drone 
technology, such as Quesney Neva-
rez’s farming drone.

“Her background stood out, 
having had experience on a family 
farm, and this was a project about 
giving technology to small farmers 
both here and abroad, so it was a 
perfect fit,” Laliberté said.

The Mitacs Globalink program is 
one of several academic develop-
ment programs run by the Cana-
dian not-for-profit. With funding 
from the federal government — and 
foreign partners such as the Mexi-
can government — the program has 
matched more than 2,000 senior 
undergraduates with Canadian 
schools since 2009. 

This summer 750 international 

students are researching at 45 Ca-
nadian universities, 58 per cent 
more than in 2014. About a quarter 
of those students are from Mexico, 
a student body that’s been growing 
increasingly attracted to Canadian 
universities, said Mitacs chief ex-
ecutive Alejandro Adem.

“The students there have a very 
high regard for Canada as a coun-
try, as a place to live, and as they get 
more familiar with the universities 
and the great research and teach-
ing that’s done there, it’s very natu-
ral for them to see that as a target 
to go to study,” Adem said.

Quesney Nevarez said her time in 
Canada has given her unfettered ac-
cess to new types of technology. She 
had never even worked with drones 
before she came to Carleton.

“In my school, we don’t have a lot 
of things. It’s a small school. Even 
in Mexico, it’s hard to find a 3D 
printer, and here they have three,” 
she said. “It’s really different.”
afeibel@ottawacitizen.com
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Ottawa students are getting creative
Mitacs Globalink internship  
focuses on real-world tech solutions

PAU L A  M c C O O E Y
O T TA W A  C I T I Z E N

About 20 brides-to-be will be 
scrambling to find new dresses 
after a ByWard Market luxury 
boutique that specializes in bridal 
gowns declared bankruptcy.

McCaffrey Haute Couture on 
Sussex Drive, owned by David Mc-
Caffrey, is now closed. A bankrupt-
cy notice is posted out front, the 
company’s Twitter and Facebook 
accounts have been deactivated, 
and most of the store’s inventory 
has been cleared from the down-
town location.

The company was almost 
$400,000 in debt to various credi-
tors, including the National Capi-
tal Commission — which owns the 
property — the Bank of Montreal, 
and the Canada Revenue Agency, 
according to  Chantal Gingras, 
whose firm is acting as trustee.

She said the decline in sales can 
be attributed to the ongoing con-
struction that hampered business 
over the past year.

“Because of the extensive con-
struction on Sussex (Drive) last 
year — and the NCC had also put 
scaffolding around that whole 
building — it was hard to get to and 
it was rendered invisible. So those 
were the factors that contributed 

to the decrease in businesses,” ac-
cording to Gingras.

She acknowledged competition 
from rival bridal shops such as Da-
vid’s Bridal boutique, which now 
sells coveted designer label Vera 
Wang, is also likely a contributing 
factor.

Designer Richard Robinson, who 
owns a Sussex Drive fashion acad-
emy, characterized the closing “a 
sad day” in a statement through 
an assistant. As well André Schad, 
who owns Schad Boutique, Wolf & 
Zed and the Moscow Tea Room on 
Sussex, was also disappointed by the 
loss of a “quality store.” He said the 
city should make more of an effort to 
help draw citizens to the core — like 
with improved lighting — and crack 
down on construction timelines.

“We know the work needs to be 
done, and that is understandable, 
but the city needs to crunch down 
(on the contractors) and get a bet-
ter timeline when they do con-
struction in the commercial core,” 
said Schad.

The name McCaffrey has been 
synonymous with high-end bridal 
gowns in Ottawa since the mid-
1990s, when then-married couple 
Justina and David McCaffrey 
opened Justina McCaffrey Haute 
Couture on Sussex. The business 
grew at a rapid pace, attracting 

clients such as Laureen Harper 
and Karen Kain, as well as a loyal 
customer base in Ottawa.

But about a decade later, the 
business was in shambles, as was 
the McCaffreys’ marriage. A messy 
divorce followed, with Justina 
claiming she was eventually locked 
out of her salon in 2009 and had to 
declare personal bankruptcy. Da-
vid denied barring her from the sa-
lon, and he also declared personal 
bankruptcy.

Justina McCaffrey now oper-
ates in Toronto under the Justina 
Bridal banner.

“I am in business and happy to 
help all brides any and all brides 
who may need a dress asap!!" she 
posted on her Facebook account 
Tuesday.

David McCaffrey was not avail-
able for comment Tuesday.

McCaffrey Haute Couture 
will be missed by Ottawa’s  well-
heeled  women  and by window 
shoppers. If women were not go-
ing inside to buy one of the dresses, 

they were peering inside the bou-
tique longingly, admiring exquisite 
white and ivory dresses made with 
fine materials like silk satins, taffe-
tas and Swarovski crystal beading.

Jennifer Saull Herold wore Mc-
Caffrey Haute Couture for her 
wedding in 2013. She said the ex-
perience having her dress made by 
the shop was “fantastic.”

“My dress was entirely made to 
order and custom fit to my body 
— fittings were done up until two 
days before the wedding,” she said. 
While the dresses can cost thou-
sands, Gingras said they typically 
ranged between $600 and $3,500. 
She said 50 dresses have been com-
pleted and the firm is reaching out 
to clients to arrange a pickup times. 
Concerned brides-to-be should 
call the Ginsberg, Gingras office 
in Gatineau.

The bankruptcy has heightened 
Ashley Thorvaldson’s pre-wedding 
stress.

“Forty days before I get married, 
this news is a bit of a nightmare,” 

Thorvaldson, 34, said Tuesday af-
ternoon. “As I went in for my first 
fitting a few days ago it is shocking 
to now learn bankruptcy was im-
minent and they went through the 
whole charade with me.”

However, on Tuesday evening 
the bride-to-be was able to report 
that she will have a “happy ending” 
as she was told she can pick up her 
dress next week."

Meanwhile, there are about 20 
customers whose dresses have not 
been ordered. The closest delivery 
dates for those dresses was the end 
of August. They have been asked 
to contact their credit card com-
panies for a refund on their down 
payments.

As for what will happen to the 
rest of the inventory and equip-
ment, there will likely be a liqui-
dation sale at some point in the 
future.

“Right now our priority is getting 
the remainder of the dresses to the 
brides,” said Gingras.
pmccooey@ottawacitizen.com
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McCaffrey Haute Couture on Sussex Drive — owned by David McCaffrey — has reportedly filed for bankruptcy. The 
building is now empty with a legal notice on the door.   J U L I E  O L I V E R / O T TAWA  C I T I Z E N

“The woman was lying on the 
ground bleeding profusely. She 
wasn’t moving,” Cannon said. 
The woman appeared to have 
been knifed in the stomach.

Cannon said she wanted to help 
the woman who lay dying in the 
street. She wanted to pull down 
the skirt of the victim’s night-
dress, she told reporters at the 
scene Tuesday.

Patrol officers arrived at the 
scene and took the man into cus-
tody without incident. The vic-
tim was transported to hospital 
but was without vital signs after 
the attack. 

Police said the stabbed woman, 
who was in her 50s, died from her 
injuries. 

Homicide investigators have 
not yet released the identities of 
either the victim or the suspect 

they have in custody as they are 
still trying to reach the woman’s 
next of kin.

A pool of blood, a pair of glasses 
and a piece of dark clothing lay in 
the middle of the street Tuesday 
evening as police continued to in-
vestigate outside the rental home 
believed to have been rented by 
the suspect in the past month.

Neighbour Roberta True told 
the Citizen that the woman who 
was killed went to the hospital 
Monday evening after apparently 
injuring her right forearm. 

When an ambulance arrived 
Monday evening to take her to the 
hospital, her arm was wrapped in 
white gauze, True said.

Staff Sgt. Bruce Pirt of the ho-
micide unit said police are con-
tinuing to interview witnesses. 
The suspect will be held in police 
custody overnight.

Police expect to formally 
charge the man in connection to 
the homicide on Wednesday.
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The woman 
was lying on the 
ground bleeding 
profusely. She 
wasn’t moving.


